
24th September 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We hope you all had an enjoyable bank holiday Monday!  This week we have had Ms O’Rourke join 
the St Matthew’s staff team.  She will be with us until the October Holiday in the first instance, 
covering teacher’s non-class contact time, and will be working on developing the children’s singing 
and music skills, as well as covering French, literacy and numeracy across the two days she is here.  
Welcome to the team Ms O’Rourke! 
 
Please be aware that next week is Bike (and Scooter!) to School Week, where children are 
encouraged to cycle or scoot to school to reduce traffic flow and to promote awareness of making 
healthy choices in our everyday lives.  We look forward to seeing as many children as possible 
bringing their bikes next week – but don’t forget to wear a helmet! 
 
School Updates 
 
Maths Week Scotland 2021 
Maths Week Scotland is a celebration of the importance of maths in our everyday lives.  Next week, 
27th Sept – 3rd Oct, is Maths week across the whole of Scotland.  You will hear your child talking 
about all sorts of Maths related activities they will be doing with their classes, but the fun doesn’t 
need to stop at 3:15pm!  If you visit the Maths Week Scotland website linked below, you can find 
all sorts of exciting things that can be done at home or outside too! 
 
Communities - Maths Week Scotland 

 
 
MacMillan Coffee Morning  
Unfortunately, due to there still being too many guidelines in place, we have been unable to host a 
physical MacMillan Coffee Morning as we usually would… However, our P6s and P7s have been 
working hard this week to create a MacMillan Coffee and Cake Recipe book this week, filled with 
some delicious treats which can be made at home for you to enjoy.  If you would like one of these 
recipe books, it isn’t too late – please send in a small donation for the MacMillan Cancer Support 
Charity and Mr Clark will ensure a copy is sent home. 
 
 
PE 
At this time PE changing rooms remain closed and children will not be encouraged to change for 
PE. We advise that on the days children have PE, they come to school dressed in 
sportswear. Children will have PE on a Tuesday with their class teachers. 
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Nut-Free Snacks 
Due to severe nut allergies at our school, please do not send your child to school with snacks or 
lunch items containing nuts. This includes, but is not limited to, Kinder Buenos, Nutella, Daim bars 
and peanut butter. Please note that any snacks with nuts in them will be sent home with your child.  
 
Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club is available to all learners from Primary 1 to Primary 7, at the cost of 50p per child 
per morning. Breakfast club will open from 8.30am and children should enter via the top door in the 
playground. Toast and cereal will be available. Please note that in order to comply with current 
restrictions, pupils will be required to sit in their classrooms. 
 
Class Updates 
 
P1-3 
 

This week.. 
We all came back refreshed from our Monday holiday and ready to learn this week. We have 
continued to learn our sounds and practise our reading every morning with Miss Mac and Ms 
Anderson. In numeracy, we have been focussing on numbers by putting them in order, writing their 
number names, and filling in missing number sequences.  
We were pleased to meet Ms O’Rourke on Thursday and had great fun playing instruments and 
singing with her. We learned about new instruments like a triangle and a wooden block. We are 
building on our French skills and have been learning the days of the week in French. This is tricky 
but we will keep practising every day!  
We’ve been enjoying our daily science talking task after lunch and are getting very good at taking 
turns talking and listening when our partner is speaking.  
 
Next week we will be looking at numbers before and after and continue practising number 
formation. We will be learning a new story in class and enjoying some drama, art, and music to 
help us understand the story.  

P4-5 

 
This week we have completed our piece of writing inspired by ‘The Legend of Podkin One-Ear’ and 
have worked hard to create our own woodland characters and setting. We have also been working 
on our editing skills and are excited to share this piece of work with you on Seesaw!  In numeracy 
we have been continuing to work on number structures to support us when we are sequencing and 
ordering larger numbers. We have also been revising the strategies for missing number questions 
and multiplication. This week we have had the pleasure of having Ms O-Rourke with us for a 
fantastic music lesson and some French too. P4/5 have continued to explore our local woodlands 
and have been busy trying to identify what kinds of trees and plants are growing there with some 
help from the Woodland Trust guides.   

 
Next week we will be moving on to start a new block of literacy based on a ‘Talk for writing’ 
program. This will involve building upon our writing skills through our listening and talking and 
leads up to an extended piece of writing in October. In numeracy we will be celebrating Maths 



Week Scotland and P4/5 will be experiencing some outdoor maths activities during the week. We 
will also be continuing to learn about aspects of time using calendars in our maths lesson. 

P6/7 
 
In Literacy this week we have been writing autumn poetry. We thought about the impact that 
autumn has on our five senses, and tried to include features of poetry, such as personification, 
similes and metaphors. We also wrote recipes for the Macmillan Coffee Morning recipe book, 
which is now available in exchange for a small donation for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
 
In Numeracy we have been focussing on addition. We have learned how to add using the partition 
strategy, and will be working with a new strategy next week. 
 
On Thursday we completed the final task of our novel study. The class went into the woods to look 
for the black fox and use problem solving skills to crack a code. Every group managed to solve the 
puzzle and they had a great time doing it! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kind regards,  

 
Anna Chidgey 
Headteacher 


